







AIR CORPS 
CHIEF OF THE 

a BY bree aan OF THE CUIEE OF “or 

WAR ARTMENT GTON , 









| : 
| 
} | 
" i iH | 
| ' 
ili | 
| } i Mik. : | 
\ iH] | ; | 
ihiel 
| t | ai " 
aa: re” ail 
if | ‘en | | 
, tl 
i | Wal} iV] * 
, ' | | 
| if ti} ii \] 
i} iat i} | 
| ‘ if il | as 
i : tia] Hi Dy | 
U | t } | 
| " HHH | 
“= g | 
*~, . i} | e. ; | 
See | N 
« | ‘ 
| | 
WA Ti 
1 
y ; * 
i} 
, 


oH 
ai sll = 


TL te 




























































































_—— —- 











w 
“ THE NATIONS SHIELD 





SEPTEMBER 16, 1936 

















ox Ate Corsa News Letter 


NO. 18 





Information Division 


Air Corps 


The chief 
nautics to the 





September 15, 1956 


Munitions Building 
Washington, D.C. 








— 





nrpose of this publicatioa is to distribute information on aero- 
eine personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 
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AERONAUTICAL EXHIBIT AT 


GREAT LAKES EXPOSITION 


By the Wright Field Correspondent 


In 1796, General Cleveland's surveying 
arty cut through the virgin forest in 
hio, where forty years later the 

settlers laid the foundation for the 
gpens reek of Cleveland. Little did 
hey realize that the vast area would in 
later years swarm With air-minded men 
who would welcome airplanes from all na- 
tions to one of the finest and largest 
airports in the worid. 

One hundred years after it was founded, 
this progressive city invited the States 
bordering on the Great Lakes meminh y New 
York, Penusylvania, Ohio, Indiana, ich- 
agen, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and 
atso’ the Domiaion of Canada, to join’ in 
an iy SO ig to celebrate the rogress 
made during the past century. y goint 
resolution the Congress of the United 
States established a ggg: compos- 
ed of the Secretary of State, the Secre- 
as of Agriculture, and the Secretary 
of Commerce, to represent the United 
States Government in this Great Lakes 
Exposition, Under this Commission Was 
created a Commissioner General for its 
administrator. 

The progress in the field of aeronaut- 
ics was to be included under the direc- 
tion of the War Department. Exhibits 
were to be displayed by the Air Corps, 
the National Advisory Committee for Aero- 
nautics, the Bureau of Air Commerce, the 
Navy Department and the Smithsonian In- 
stitute, in the Government section of 
the Hall of Progress. 

The preparation and installation of ex- 
hibits Were assigned to the Materiel Di- 
vision by the Chief of the Air Corps, and 
the exhibits were oer by personnel 
under the direction of Brigadier General 
A.W. Robins, Chief of Division. . 

We enter the Great Lakes Exposition 
through the mein entrance on St- Clair 
Aveme, identified by its towering and 
impressive pylons. Here we pass through 
@ section devoted to art, culture, educa- 
tion, and msic. ‘Then over the "Court 
of the Presidents," gga. the sixteen 
Presidents either born or elected from a 
Great Lakes State. Over this bridge 
Which breathes the historic atmosphere of 
old medieval days, We enter Marine Plaza, 
a broad landscaped avenue which leads 





north to the lake. The vast automotive 


building with its exhibits of the great- 
er automotive industries is on the right. 
Nearer the lake is the Hall of Progress, 
a building in ultra-modern style of ar- 
chitecture, having no Windows and veatil- 
ated by au unusual system of louvers. 

In this huge and brightly colored 
structure is housed the United States 

overnment exhibit. We pass through the 

rie side entrance and here in the spaci- 
ous lobby of the Government section is 
the aeronautical display. ‘he floor is 
inlaid with black composition tile, and 
around the edge of the lobby is a six- 
foot platform covered with a royal blue 
carpet Which harmonizes with the blue 
grey Walls. At the edge of the platform 

8 &@ Chromium rail which adds pagers to 
the artistic effect. The disp cases 
have bases of finely finished walmt 
With plate glass tops. 

The Air Corps exhibit is made up of 
specially selected items representing 
the very latest as well as some of the 
very earliest types of equivment used by 
the Air Corps. These items are arranged 
in groups to illustrate the progress made 
in various phases of military aeronmt- 
ical development, vig: aerial photography, 
aerial navigation, aircraft bombs and ma- 
Chine guns, aircraft engines, propellers, 
Wheels, and brake mechanisms, airplane 
and airdrome lighting equipment, aviator 
Clothing and paracimtes, several models 
of modern military airplanes, and two 
fully equipped Pursuit type airplanes. 

The aircraft engine exhibit in partic- 
lar includes four modern representative 
types of engines - Curtiss "Conqueror 
V-1570-57 liouid-cooled, vee ong snes the 
Pratt and Whitney "Hornet" R-1690-11, 
single row air-cooled radial engine; 
Pratt and Whitney "Twin Wasp" R-1535-7, 
two row air-cooled radial engine) and 
the Wright "Cyclone K-1820-25 single 
row radial engine. Two sectionalized op- 
erative engines, the wartime Gnome 
konos e rotorary radial and the Wright 
J-5 static radial,of the type used 
Lindbergh in his famous trans-Atlantic 
om hy are also on display. The latter 
engine is equipped with a mechanical syn- 
chronizer and machine 


um. arr ed to 
fire through the propel re 


ler. A small el- 


| ore lamp lizhts to indicate the bullet 
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leaving the muzzle. 
Perhaps the most interesting of all 
the Air Corps exhibits is the diorama 
showing the Army system of instrument 
blind) landing. is septey is clever- 
y desisned to show the ac landing 
of an airplane solely by the use of in- 
struments and radio aids at an airport 
hidden by dense clouds reresent fog, 
the path of approach and glide to the 


ground being realistically portrayed by 
a small podal airplane in claniated 
flight. In this system the pilot en- 


ploys a radio compass, an F 
zon, and a avepttenst gyro in conjunc- 
tion with a marker beacon flasher on the 
instrument board to pick up the electric 
magnetic beams of two ground guidi sta 
tions in negotiating a "blind" land ng 
without recourse to visual outside aid. | 

Another display of unusual interest is | 
the Wright Brothers' propeller from the 
first United States Government airplane. 
This propeller, Which Was presented by 
General Foulois, is exhibited in the 
same case With the latest type of con- 
trollable pitch all-metal propeller now 
used on service aircreft. 

The Air Corps exhibit includes two 
fully ecuipped modern service type air- 
lanes, @ single-seater Boeing F-2OA 
rsuit and a two-seater Consolidated 
PB-2A Pursuit. The latter airplane is 
a with a supercharged prestone- 

cooled engine and retractable landi 
gear. <A special platform was erecte 
permit a close inspection of the co 
of this airplane by the visiti blic. 

The gomees el item of interest in the 
exhibit furnished by the Bureau of Air 
Commerce, Department of Commerce, is a 
$6-inch rota ing beacon vf 1,500,000 
candle power, the type used in the vast 
network of lighted commercial airways 
throughout the United States. This bea- 
con. Was eden es to light and rotate by 
means of an electric eye whenever the 
control beam was intercepted by the hand 
of an interested visitor. 

The Bureaw of Aeronautics, Navy Depart- 





to 
it 


ment, exhidited a very interesting col- 
lection of enlarged photographs of sever- 
service type air- 


al history-inaking an 
craft beak be 
vices. 

The Smithsonian Institute, United 
States iJational Museum, provided a most 
interesting model display of early air- 
planes. This was flanked on either side 
pictorial panels depicting natural 
flight and man's earliest conceptions of 
the flying art. 

Up to the first of September, nearl 
two and one-half million people had vis- 
ited the Exposition. 


——- @) 


in the carrier and patrol ser- 


ed two weeks! active duty at Selfridge 
Field, Mich,, viz: Major F.im. Showalter, 


Six Reserve officers recently friage 
Captains L.E. Arnold, Arthur J. Davis, 
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ificial hori 





held at Selfridge Field, kt. Clemens 
Mich,, on October 17th next. 








Lieuts. R.B. Kent, m.B. Skinner and J.F. 


Strickler, Jr. 


---000-~= 
The annual Mitchel Trophy Race will be 


Committees 
to teke charge of various features con- 
nected with this affair have been ap- 
Ointed, headed by major Cornelius J. 
enney, General — 
——=— OU0—--— 


AIR MINDED CITIZENS OF THE NOnTHWEST 


The llth Bombardment Squadrcn recently 
returned to its home station, Hamilton 
Field, Calif., following the completion 
of its "Montana Flight." ‘This flight 
took in the nurthwestern portion oi the 
lst Wing Area anc, in addition. to the 
airport and facility information obtain- 
ed, there was evident throughout the en- 
tire flight a general air-mindedness of 
the people of the several States visit- 
ed. ‘The News Letter Correspondent 
states that it was extremely gratifying 
to encounter general good will towards 
the Air Corps as a whole, 

The Governor of the State of Montana 
Hon. Elmer Holt, and the people of that 
State outdid themselves in makin; the 
entire squadron feel welcume and in 
rendering assistance in every way pos- 
sible. banouet Was given the squadron 
by Governor Holt and the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Helena, Montana, which will be 
long remembered by all those fortunate 
endugzh to attend. ‘ 

=O U0—--— 


RETIREMENT OF WARRANT OFFICERS 


Three of the older and experienced 
Warrant Officers assigned to the Army 
Air Corps will be placed on the retired 
list within the next few months. 

Warrant OfficersEugene Braig, of 
Lengley Field, Va., Will be retired in 
November; Michael .. Hurley, of Wright 
Field, Ohio, in December, and Herbert G. 
Knight, of Selfridge Field, Mich,, in 
January. : 

-—-=—O0U0—--— 


Special Orders of the War Department 
recently issued announce th eooeeee 
of Captain ( temporary Major) dwin J. 
House to the permanent rank of Major 
Air Corps, to date from September 1, 1936, 
and the appointment of Captain Bushrod 
Hoppin, Air Corps, to the temporary rank 
of major from August <6, 1936. 

Colonel Clarence L. Tinker, Air Corps, 
at present commanding the "th Bombard- 
ment Group, Hamilton Field, San Rafael, 
Calif., is under orders to proceed to 
Washington, D.C., effective December 17th 
next, end report for duty in the ational 
Guard Bureau. 


V-7103, A.C. 





















AERONAUTICAL 





EXHIBIT 
—s AT 
THE GREAT LAKES EXPOSITION CLEVELAND, OHIO. 


1936 























Exhibited 


US ARMY AIR CORP 






































ea 

















\ 
f 
¥ 
{ 
i 
































“OIHO ‘GNW13A3S19 NOILISOdXS S3WV1 LlvayHo LV LIGIHXS TWOILLNVYNOYSY 


ee Rg ee ee 











EXTENDED INSPECTION TRIP BY THE CHIEF OF THE AIk CORPS 


WAY from his desk for over a City, where he inspected the airport. 
month, Major General Oscar Arriving at Spokane, Wash., on Ausust 


Westover, Chief of the Air 2nd, he met Colonel Clarence L. Tinker 

Cor 8; returned to Washington Commanding Officer of Hamilton Field, . 

on the afternoon of Augus Calif., and other members of his command, 
27th, following the completion of atour | who had made a flight to that city. Fol- 


of inspection which embraced practical- | lowing a visit to the Spokane Airport and 
ly every Air Corps station in the con- | a conierence with the cificer in charge, 
tinente limits of the United States. he departed for Seattle, Wash., and ar- 
General Westover made the trip to the | rived there on the morning of huzust 
West Coast along the northern route by | 3rd. At the Boeing Airport he conferred 
rail and returned along the southern With Major John H. Gardner, in charge of 





route by air, ferryi omeward his new | Organized Reserves in that area. € 
A-17 Attack Plane vnis he obtained latter stated that he had under him 38 
from the jor throp aircraft factory at active Reserve pilots, about half of 


Inglewood, Calif. He Was accompanied Which number are commercial airline 
on the flight by Staff Sergeant Samuel | pilots. Then folluwed a visit to the 
oll 


Hymes, of ing Field, who had previ- | Boeing Aircraft Co. plant and a confer- 
ously been ordered to the ersonee ence for several hours with cfficials of 

plant to receive instruction on the op- | this company. 

eration and maintenance of this new On August 4th, General Westover made 
type airplane. Seq to Port Townsend and Port Angeles, 
"hovies the course of his inspection Wash., and the following day, upon his 


trip, General Westover visited and in- | arrival at Tacoma, Wash., he had a con- 
spected some of the foremost aircraft ference with Brigadier General Casper H. 
factories in the United States - the Conrad, Jr., commanding Fort Lewis. 
plants of the Bell Aircraft Corporation | Later he conferred with Mejor Floyd i. 
and the Curtiss Aeroplane and Motcr Co. Gelscuey Air Corps, commanding tne 91st 
at Buffalo, sew York; the Boeing Air- Observa fon Squadron at Fort Lewis, gave 
craft Company at Seattle, Wash. ; the a talk to the officers under his command 
Lockheed Aircraft Corporation at and inspected the lay-out of the flying 
Burbank, Calif.; the North American Co. |field. He next visited the Tacoma Air- 
and the Northrop Corporation at Ingle- | port. 
wood, Calif.; the Douglas Aircraft Co. During the next four ange August 6th 
at Santa iionica, Calif,, and the Consol-| to 9th, inclusive, General Westover di- 
idated Aircraft Co. at élendale, Calif. | vided his time between Vancouver Barracks 
He also inspected a number of proposed | and Portland. He had a conference at the 
airport sites. office of the Spruce Production Corpora- 
Leaving Washington on the evening of | tion; inspected Spruce Production Corpo- 
July 24th, General Westover arrived in | ration oe tant pap made official calls 


Chicago on the even of July 27th, on the Conmanding General and the Finance 
making stops at Buffalo, w.Y., and Officer at Vancouver Barracks, and in- 
Cleveland, Ohio. At the latter city he | spected Pearson Field, the Air Corps 
visited the Great Lekes Exposition landing field at that post. 


crowns; where he Was most pagsoes with Enroute to San Francisco on August 

he Air Corps Exhibit. At Chicago, he |10th, he made a stop at Sacramento,Calif., 
called at the Headquarters of the 6th to confer with the UVonstruction Quarter- 
Corps Area and conferred with the Com- (master and officials of the Chamber of 


mandinzs General, Major General Charles | Commerce. On August llth, after calling 
E. Kilbourne, Later, he inspected the (at the Headquarters of the 9th Corps 
office of the Air Corps Procurement Area at the Presidio of San Francisco, 
Planning Representative. and meet Colonel Henry B. Clagett, on 


At Omaha, Web., on July 28th, General | tempor nny there as Air Officer, he 
Westover had a conference at the Head- roceeded to Moffett Field Sunnyvale, 
quarters of the 7th Corps Area, and was | Valif., inspected that station and the 
a guest of the Chamber of Commerce at Reserve training activities thereat. In 
luncheon, Garsng which he gave a short | the afternoon he inspected the Oakland 
talk, In the afternoon he visited Fort |Airport. On the following day, accom- 
Crook and Offutt Field. anied by Colonel Clagett, he visited 

On July 30th, at Cheyenne, Wyo., he amilton Field, San Rafaeli, Calif.; con- 
visited the airport, conferred with the | ferred with the Commanding Officer, Col. 
manager thereof, and inspected the han- |C.L. Tinker; inspected the post an 





gar and maintenance shops. Later he arters, and then gave a talk to all 

Called on Brigadier General Charles F. e officers of the field. Latex.he had 
rey, Jr., commanding Fort Francis j|a conference for several hours with 

E. Warren, Brigadier General He . Arnold, Assis- 


After angpec ting the Ordnance Depot tant Chief of the Air Corps, who had 
at Ogden ah, and an airport site just arrived by air, from Washington. Re- 
General Westover proceeded to Salt Lake | urning to San Francisco in the after- 
-3- V-7103, A.C. 











noon, he called on the commander of the 
9th Corps Area, Major General George S. 
a Eerie: t Los Angel th i 
rriving at Los eles on the morning 
of August 13th, General Westover spent 
several days in that city and its vicin- 
ity inspecting aircraft factories. After 
receiving instructions regarding certain 
instruments in the 4-17, the Army's new 
Attack plane, he made a 40-minute flight 
with Captain Edward kh. Robbins, Air 
Corps representative at the sorthro 
plant, as passenger, and ones ogeee im- 
self as much Pleased with its "handling" 
qualities. st | afterwards, he flew 
a BT-9, equipped with a "Wasp" engine. 
General Westover was enthusiastic regard- 
ing the performance of this basic train- 
ing plane, finding it delightful to fly, 
easy to climb and easy to land. Flyi 
for about half an hour, he maneuvered it 
freely in tight circles and spirals 
steep winz-overs, steep dives and climbs. 
He characterized it as a good, speedy, 
all-purpose training plane. 

Taking off with nag? bey: Hymes in the 
A-17 on the morning of August 17th, Gen- 
eral Westover landed at March Field, 
Riverside, Calif., after a 40-mimte 
flight; had a conference with Brigadier 
Generals Delos C. Emmons, Gerald CU. Brant 
and Colonel John H. Pirie; addressed the 
officers of the pest and inspected the 
general lay-out of the field. 

On the following cay after a 40-minute 
flight from March Field, he landed at 
Long Beach, Calif., and after a brief 
inspection departed for San Diego, land- 
ine at Lindbergh Field. After inspect- 
ing the plant of the Consolidated Air- 
craft pe? py ome: he proceeded to Rock- 
well Field, inspected the Rockwell Air 
Depot and then called on Naval officers 
at that field. 

At 8:45 a.m., August 19th, General 
Westover started on his eastward flight. 
Just prior to that time he gave a t 
m4 the ye ane Ey ettng 

epot. up thro a low ce ’ 
he found Sletr Sonditiéns to fucson, 
Arizona, where he arrived at 11:15 a.m. 
After a brief delay, during which Ser- 
cee Hymes chedred the oil consumption, 
he General departed at 1:20 p.m., Moun- 
tain Time, for El Paso, Texas, dodging 
thunder storms enroute, and arrived a 
3:10 p.m, Here he conferred with Major 
William L. Boyd, Air Corps, on duty at 


Biggs Field, . 

aking off from Biggs Field on the 
moraine of August 20th, at 6:10 Lountain 
Time, General Westover climbed fo an al- 


titude of 15,000 feet and headed for 
Randolph Field, Texas, where he arrived 
at 10:40 a.m., Central Time. After in- - 
payee the Primary and Basic Stages of 
e Primary Flying School, and the 

School of Aviation Medicine, he flew to 
the San Antonio Air Depot at Duncan Field 
and inspected all the activities thereat. 
He then returned to Randolph Field. That 


=é 





night he was an interested spectator of 
the night flying operations at the Prima- 
ry School. 

motoring to Kelly Field early the fol- 
lowing morning, General Westover gave a 
talk to all the officers and then made 
an inspection of the pest, accompanied 
by General James E. Chaney, Colonels 
Arnold a. Krogstad and Roy M. Jones. Ar- 
riving at Brooks Field, Texas, at 10:40 
&.m., he nem ge the Station Comple- 
ment, barracks, etc., and found condi- 
tions excellent. He next inspected the 
post in general, end at noon called at 
the a ae of the 8th Corps Area 
at Fort Sam Houston. Following his re- 
turn to Randolph Field, he talked to 
all the officers of the field for about 
half an hour and then conferred with 
General Chaney, Colonel Henry W. Harms 
and major Auby C. Strickland on training 
policies. 

On August 2énd, after ede hoe yj the 
cadet battalion at ee Field, in- 
specting the cadet companies, barracks, 


mess, supply, and recreation facilities, 
the 67th Service Squadron, the 47th 
ine shops, 


School me yay pew engineer 
round school ore and assembly hangar, 
eneral Westover took off at 12:10 p.m. 

for Fort Sill, Okla., arrived there at 

2:35 p.m.; inspected that post; left for 

Hensley Field, Dallas, Texas; arrived 

there at 5:00 p.m., and made an inspec- 

tion, On the following day at 9:05 

a.m, he took off for Shreveport, La, ; 

landed at Barksdale Field at 10:55 a.m; 

inspected the post in company with Lieut. 

Colonels Millard F. Harmon and Earl L. 

Naiden, and took off at 11:55 a.m. for 

Maxvelil Field, Ala. Flying through rainy 

Weather and dodging several thunder 

storms, he arrived at Maxwell Field at 

2:55 p.m, and Was met by Colonel Arthur 

G. Fisher, Commanding Officer, and Capt. 

hay L. Owens. 

caret! r an- inspection of the 
camp at Valparaiso, Fla,, the ne 
proceeding to Fort Benn 
specting 


sunne 
xt day; 
ing, Ga., and in- 
e re field, the new han- 
gar and other facilities, also the ad- 
ministration building and the school 
building of the rage ge School, General 
Westover took off for Atlanta, da,, at 
5:35 p.m. Early the next morning he 
took off for Miami, Fla., and after a 
4-hour flizht, landed at’ the Navy field, 
finding, after circling the Municipal 
Field, that it contained various obstruc- 
tions incident to repair work thereon. 
ens the inspection of Chapman 
Field, Miami, he returned to Atlanta, af- 
ter a flight of 3 hours and 50 minutes, 
and called on hajor General George Van 
Horn moseley, commander of the 4th Corps 
Area. The next day, in company with 
General Moseley, he inspected Candler 
Field, and at 35:00 p.m. took off for 
Pope Field, Fort Br w.C., where he 
inspected Flight © 


= 
of the 1éth Observa- 
rethan-air han- 





tion Squadron, the lighte 
= 
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gar and the officers' quarters. 

The last dey of General Westover's in- 
spection tour Was al me the busiest 
one of his entire trip. ter inspect- 
ing the lighter-than-air activities at 
Pope Field, the balloon hangar and bar- 
racks, and viewing the entire Fort Bragg 
Reservation in company with Brigadier 
General iijamas McCloskey, the post com- 
mander, he took off at 8:45 a.m., for 
Langley Field, Va., and arrived there in 
one hour and 35 mimtes. He was met by 





General Frank mM. Andrews, Commanding 
General of the GHQ Air Force; Colonel 
Walter kh. Weaver, and all officers of 
the Base Force. After a conference with 
officers of the Air Force Staff, with 
whom there were at that time preseat 
Lieut. Colonels Oliver P. Echols from 
the Materiel Division and Gerald B&. 
Brower, from the Office of the Chief of 
the Air Corps, he took off at 1:15 p.m, 
for Bolling Field and made the trip in 
55 minutes, landing at 2:00 p.m. 
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KESERVE TRAINING ACTIVITIES AT LONG BEACH, CALIF. 


The Air Corps Detachment stationed at 
the hunicipal Airport at Long Beach, 
Calif., concluded in July one of the 
most unusual months. On the tenth of 
that month, Captain Pardoe Martin, Air 
Corps, reported for duty from Washington, 
D.C., relieving Captain John K. Nissley, 
Air borps, who Was in command of the 
station. for the past four years and who 
was ordered to duty as a student at the 
Air Corps Tactical School at Maxwell 
Field, Montgomery, Ala. 

Upon assuming command, comeet Martin. 
found himself very busy mak prepara- 
tion for the Summer Training Camp, which 
«pane on July 19th. Of the nine air- 
planes available at the airport, eight 
Were PT-3A's and one an 0O-19B. These 
were ented by one O-19B and two 
PT-3's from the Air Corps Detachment at 
Lindbergh Field, San Diego. The c 
Opened With one Medical Reserve Flight 


Surg eo 43 Air Corps Reserve officers 
assigned to the 479th Pursuit Scuadron, 
and 10 Air Co Reserve officers assign- 


3 

ed to the 514th Observation Squadron, 1 
of them reporting for 14 ~—_ active 
duty. First Lieut. Walter W. Gross, Air 
Corps, Unit Instructor for the 514th Ob- 
tion Squadron, was ordered to Long 


serva 
Beach for temporary a to assist 
Captain Martin in carrying out this 
training. 


Due to the large number of officers 
reporting for this training and the 
shortage of ecuipment, the officers were 
Organized into a Composite Group co 
ing of two squadrons, "A" and "B", of 
two flights each. Intensive training 
Was carried out by the s ons, con- 
sisting of Observation, Bombardment, At- 
tack and Pursuit missions, in addition 
to ground school and various duties each 
officer Was assigned to perform. 

luncheon was served on July 23rd, in 
honor of Colonel Halsey E. Yates, tnfent- 
ry, Executive Officer, First Reserve Dis, 
trict, in charge of all the Reserves in 
Southern California, in the Officers' 


nsist- 


visiting the San Diego Fair. On July 
26th, Squadron "B" performed the same 
mission. The entire day of July 3lst 
was devoted to Chemical Warfare training, 


which Was sag by the Chemical Warfare 
Officer, 65rd Coast Artillery, from Fort 
MacArthur. 


On the evening of the 3lst, a "Washout 
Dance" Was given in the Officers' Club 
at the A Air Base, which was attended 
by the officers inc and their fami- 
lies, the honor guestsbeing the newly 
appointed Unit Instructor, Captain 
Pardoe Martin, and ry Martin. 

-——O U0--— 


FOREIGN OFFICERS INSPECT SELFRIDGE FIELD 


During August, Selfridge Field, the 
station of the ist Pursuit Group, was 
visited by two prominent foreign offi- 
cers. A brief official visit was paid 
by Lieutenant General Frederich von 
Boettinger of the German Military 
and Air Attache stationed in Washington. 
After an inspection of post activities, 
the General Was ecuest of honor at a 
luncheon at the Officers' Club, at which 
Colonel Royce and his staff were present. 

Commandant Norbert args et7 e 
French Attache for Air, v sited Selfridge 
Field enroute to the Second Army iianeuv- 
ers as an Official observer. He also in- 
er the post. Both officers e 
ed enthusiasm over the appearance o 
post and its equipment. 


—-=<0 


ress- 
the 


According to the latest issue of the 
Air Commerce Bulletin, published by the 
Bureau of Air Commerce, Department of 
Comuerce, there Were in the United 
States, as of _—- 1, 1936, 750 omni- 
ts, 495 commercial ai 


cipal Airpor orts, 
289 Department of Commerce intermediate 
fields, 63 Army airdromes, 26 Naval air 


}stations (including Marine and Coast 
Guard), 43 State-operated fields, 651 
marked auxiliar elds, 64 private 





Club, which Was attended by the Mayor of|;fields, and 25 Fs clas for miscellaneous | 
the City of Long Beach, the entire City | government activities, total 2,406. 
Council and the Aviation Commission. Airports and landing fields havine eny 
On July 25th, Squadron "A" percernet a ae poe a equipment numbered 699, viz: 
My ego mission to San Diego and nee 252; Commercial ,96; Intermedi- 
return, landing at Lindbergh Field and {ate ; Army, 31; Navy, 13; State, 9; 
Jauxdiiary, 10; private, yah oe 








On August 3lst, the Air Corps Technical 
School at Chanute Field, Rantoul, 1ll., 
reopened after the prescribed summer va- 
cation during the months of July and 
August. 

During the vacation period, the Depart- 
ment of Mechanics was the scene of 
tense activities for School paper ges 
Buildings Were repainted inside and out; 
new class rooms and offices were arrang- 
ed, and the school eouipment in gener 
Was given a complete overhauling. This 
period was also utilized by divisional 
chiefs and instructors in revising and 
betaee ng UP to date alltexts and pam- 
phlets order to afford the incom 
students the latest technical info n 
in each particular subject. 

The Chief Instructor, mr. C.J. Moors, 
and Senior Instructors, Messrs. W.E. 
Browning (ilrplanse and W.H. Jackson 

Engines), spent ten days each at Wright 

ield, Dayton, Ohio, during Angas’, for 
the purpose of familiarizing themselves 
with the latest engineering developments. 
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REOPENING OF SCHOOL TERM AT AIk CORPS THCHWICAL SCHOOL 


Mr. C.0.Hobson, Instructor in the In- 
strument Branch, has just completed a 
special course of instruction on the 
Automatic Pilot and, after visiting the 
Sperry Pioneer and Kolsman factories, 
is prepared to instruct in the latest 
developments on the subject of Instru- 
ments. 

Under the new schedules which became 
effective with the reopening of school 
on August 3lst, the Department of we- 
chanics will conduct the following 
courses for enlisted men for the dura- 
tion specified: 

Airplane Mechanics ~ forty weeks. 

rer achinists - twenty-eight 
weeks. 

Aircraft Welders and Sheet metal 
Workers, - rty-wWo Weeks. 


arachute Riggers - aagre Weeks. 

n on, a course for officers in 
the subject of Airplane Maintenance - 
Engineering, which is a composite of all 
courses given enlisted men,is conducted 
annually and is of ten months' duration. 
Qo--- 











BOMBING TESTS BY 7TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP AT MUROC, CALIF. 


Eighteen planes of the 7th Bombardment | 


the command of Lieut.Col. 
C. L. Tinker, left their home statio 
Hamilton Field, Calif., on August 19th, 
and arrived at march Field three hours 
later. There, the 19th Group was consol- 
idated into the 32nd Bombardment Scuad- 
ron and attached to the 7th Group to 
form one unit of three 9-plane squadrons. 
The 7th Bombardment Group then conduct- 
ed exhaustive tests of different methods 
of bombing an 92210p-> target, etched on 
the alkali bed of Muroc Dry Lake, August 
19th - 22nd. These tests Were the first 
to be conducted under the new Wing Com- 


Group, under 


trucks moving on both simuous and irregu- 
lar courses. Each bombardier then 
“called” his shot, taking into considera- 
tion all possible sources of error. 

It is noteworthy that the tests were 
conducted under as bad conditions as 
would ever be encountered. The target 
was as small (300 by 30 ft.) as bombard- 
ment probably would ever be called on to 
destroy, and itwas difficult to spot on 
the glaring desert. Bombs Were aps gn 
from lz, feet above the target at the 
cruising speed of the 3-12, a pte. 

artering tail wind revelling at that 

titude. In spite of this, the target 


mander, Brigadier-General Delos C. Mmmonsjwas within the pattern of the bombs on 


The first mission, on August c<Oth, Was 
merely introductory to familiarize 
bers With the target, terrain, and their 
own bomb sights. During this mission, 
individual bombing was conducted by 
flight and squadron leaders. 

at afternoon, bombs were coeree. in- 
dividually in squadron salvo, all sight- 
ing being conducted by the leading plane. 
Airplanes were in a stepped-down javelin 
formation, the wing men of the center 
element spaced out to give an oval pat- 
tern. In this phase nine bombs were : .» 
dropped on each run. The first mission 
on the following Was similar to the 
one above, except that three bombs were 
irespes in train from each ek ee iv- 
ing bombs with a larger pattern. Sim- 
lated bombing of a moving target Was con- 
ducted on the afternoon of st 2lst 
and on the morn of the 22nd. Three 
trucks at 150 feet intervals represented 


& .torcet ‘ moving at thirty knots. 
Sight was done on this target both in- 
divi ly and by flights, with the 


s6~ 





every mission. 

These tests proved that with electric 
ree yt mechanism, it is no longer true 
that the bombs from the rear planes will 
fall in front of those dropped from the 


arene lane. The patterm from the 
stepped-down formation Was almost exact- 
1 e same size as the formation itself, 


With the bombs in the same order and not 
reversing. Squadron bombardiers found 
it necessary to aim ahead of the center 
of the target, which brought the center 
of act of all bombs close to the cen 
ter of the target. 

One sidelight of the trip should settle 
the photograph vs. plotting controversy. 
After eac the hits were plotted 
triangulation from the craters, end e 
run was photographed both obliouely from 
low altitudes and vertically from the 
Bombardment airplanes. However, results 
are not now known, 
snanatt ooae q ae oe eee night, 

st con he roup left Mar 
(Continued on Page Pe) 


V-7103, A.C. 











WEW wIWE-LEwS AERIAL CAMERA 


This nine-lens aerial camera Was de- four hours continuously. 
signed by the Coast and Geodetic Syrvey The contract price for the camera is 
for increasing the accuracy and efficien-| $24,350. That, of course, does not in- 
cy with which the photographing of clude the salaries of the men connected 
charts can be accomplished. The camera with the finishing work. An amount of 


takes nine separate photographs on one $35,000 Would be a conservative estimate 
film, 23 inches wide. ‘The nine negatives; for the camera and the finishing work in 
are later projected on to a single sheet | detail. 
of oa be to form a composite photograph The weight of the camera is 305 pounds. 
35 inches scuare. ‘These photographs re- It is proposed by the Air Corps to 
place from 6 to 20 photographs made with | ecuip a martin Bomber with the camera. 
sinzle cameras. Measurements correspond to the use of 
though the camera Was designed and a steel tape instead of a yard stick, 
built with funds allotted the Coast and | which takes care of a greater area, 
Geodetic Survey, it is Sirf | a fs, poet making only one measurement instead of 
tive product. e Fairchild Aerial Camera; twenty. 


Corporation constructed the carera, and The type of lens used has been very 
the lenses and mirrors were tested bythe | carefully selected, although there are 
National Bureau of Standards. The Air several types of lens that could be used. 
Corps will test the camera at Wright The ones used happen to be English. They 
Field, and its value for military mapping | have to be uniform. 

purposes will be determined by the En- ---000--- 


gineer Detachment. ; : 
Scientifically, the camera is of inter-| 17TH ATTACKERS FLY nOw-STOP TO KELLY 
est in the use of special stainless 
steel mirrors which are secured to @ Streaking across the southern part of 
cone of similar billet of metal. This the United States like pigxasesy swal- 


metal was selected after mumerous tests | lows, five Attack planes from iarch 

at the National Bureau of Standards. Field, Riverside, Calif., flew to Kelly 
The National Bureau of Standards want- , Field, San Antonio, Texas, on Sagust 

ed to obtain a suitable metal which 21st in seven hours and 45 mimutes. Ac- 

would have a constant coefficient of cording to the News Letter Correspondent, 

thermal expansion, since all of the op- | a new record for long distance non-stop 

tical elements are secured to a single | flying for March Field Was thus estab- 

billet of metal. lished. The five planes of the 73rd 


It is so designed that the large range | Attack Squadron, led by Major Louie C. 
of temperatures encountered in aerial Mallory, departed from March Field at 
photography will not change the optical | 7:00 a.m. and landed at Sen Antonio at 
adjustments of the mumerous parts. The | 2:45 p.m., Pacific Time. An average of 


8 lenses are arranged symmetrically 148.2 miles per hour Was reported for 
around the center lens. The sizes and the trip. : 

focal lengths of all the lenses are iden- e pilots on this trip, in addition 
tical so that they can register the to Major mallory, Were Lieuts. Frederic 
images on a single sheet of film. fhe C. Gray, Robert 4. Polhems, William 

8 outer lenses have their objects re- a. Rankin and George H. Shafer. The 
flected through an angle of 38 degrees | mechanics were Sergeants Thomas J. 


outward so that a total field of 130 de- | Bullock, Richard Malone, Wilbur Booher 

grees square is photographed by the cam- | and Corporal Thomas 3. licILhenny. The 

era, ith the bombing airplane from rear cocxpit of Lieut. Polhemus’ plane 

Which the photographs were taken it is Was empty until San Antonio was reached, 
ossible to ob ogreph an area of about but Lieut. Davida B. Kuhn, of the 73rd, 
0O square miles in a single exposure. occupied it on the return trip. 

Nearly two years have been required On their return from the gruelling 
for the design and construction of the test flight, the five pilots reported 
Camera. Many new features entailed ad- | that they had experienced no unusual fa- 
ditional research in production methods j|tigue. in their words, it was just 
as the construction was started. ‘The routine flying with no amsing incidents 
camera is entirely automatic in opera- to brighten if up. 
tion. It has an automatic sight with a The rrgheugi 4 Attack planes recently 

rid in the field of view, whose motion (| assigned to the Squadron on their arriv- 
as been kept in step with the image on |al from the Inglewood factory were used 
the ground, The image is driventhrough jin the flight. The pilots reported that 
the sight. ‘The series of grid lines are | the planes stood up satisfactorily. The 
also driven by electric mechanism. The | return flight was made August 23rd, via 
size of the film is 23 inches wide and El Paso, Texas. 
200 feet long, sufficient for one hund- The above mi age ph the item on this 
red oe. apd The camera can be reload-|flight in the last issue of the News 
ed in the air, although one film is Letter and makes correction as to the du- 
usually sufficient to photograph for =. [ration of the flight and speed attained. 
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An account of the hurricane which 
struck the Air Corps bombing and gunnery 
range at Valparaiso, Florida, and vicin- 
ity on the n os of auly 30-31, was re- 
cently submitted by Captain Arnold H. 
Rich, Air Corps,in command of this base. 
For over 24 hours the Air Corps radio 
station at the age ge & range Was the 
Only medium through which many civilians 
as Well as sa | personnel could be in- 
formed as to the welfare of hungreds of 
Hf na who Were at the shore at that 

e. 
In his report, Captain Rich states that 
frequent reports of a tropical disturb- 
ance centering west of Cedar Keys, Fla., 
and south of Apalachicola, Fla., Were re- 
ceived on July sth end 2th. No great 
concern Was felt on those dates for the 
Valparaiso area. At about 11:00 a.m,,on 
July 30th, reports were received whic 
would indicate tnet the tropical disturb- 
ance Was moving siowly to the northwest 
and was expected to strike between Pensa- 
cola and Apalaciicola, Fla, Further re- 
orts were that the center should strike 
he coast about 8:00 p.m., in the vicin- 
ity of Pensacola. At noon thet day,Col. 
Arthur G. Fisher, Commanding Officer of 
Maxwell Field, a., directed Captain 
Rich to proceed to Valparaiso and pre- 
are the Bombing and Gimmery Base there 
or eventualities. Piioted by lst Lieut. 
Carl Rk. Storrie, Captein Rich arrived at 
Valparaiso abou5s &: .m,, and found 
Weather condition at that time, but 
there was a gusty W from the northeast 
and the barometer Was falling slowly. 
Lieut. Storrie returned his airplane to 
Maxwell Field. 

The noncommissioned officer staff on 
duty at the Bombing and Gunnery Base was 
assembled and instructions issued as to 
action to be taken, Due to a half-day 
schedule, some of the enlisted personnel 
Were absent with permission, leaving a 
reduced force to prepare for the disturb- 
ance. Radio reports received at this 
time indicated that the storm was moving 
to the northwest and would strike in the 
Panama City-Pensacola area about mid- 
night if its course remained unaltered. 

itable details Were organized for 
the evacuation of the personnel quarter- 
ed in tents to permanent buildings and 
the preparation of permanent buildings 
for the worst. It Was realized that the 
safety of the station personnel and any 
refugees Would depend upon the surviva 
of the barracks and the mess hall. Both 
Oz these buildings Were new and of ex- 
ceptionally strong construction. It was 
decided, however, that 2" x 6" bracings 
be placed at six-foot intervals along 
the sides and ends of the buildings, and 
@ suitable detail commenced this work. 

The supply section was instructed to 
assemble two rescue kits to be placed in 
four-wheel drive trucks. The kits were 
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THE HURRICANE AT VALPARAISO, FLA. 


to be composed of the following: 1 air- 
craft rescue kit; one 2-man cross cut 
saw; two axes, two shovels, one crow bar, 
two jacks, two lanterns, two flashlights, 
ropes, chains, first aid packets, etc, 
Staff Sergeant Clifton P. Smith, ’#.C.0 
in charge of transportation and supplies, 
was placed in charge of the rescue 

8 s and equipment. A first aid sta- 
tion was established in the mess hall. 
rede | the o_o of preparation the in- 
tensity of the wind contimued to in- 
crease and the barometer to fall. 

It was noted that the detail reinforc- 
ing the buildings could not make the de- 
sired progress, so instructions were 
Soidage o the detail on the tents to drop 

e center ego anchoring the tents 
inside of the frames with the center 
poles and to secure all loose doors and 
corners, and upon completion of this to 
report to haster Sergeant lur¢cay who was 
in charge of preparing the buildings. At 
5:00 p.m. tae wind Was from the north- 
east, 40 tc GO ogee (3 hour, It was 

sty and raining, making working condi- 

ions difficult. 

Inspection of the boat house and boats 
was made. Corp?ral Nash, NCO in charge 
of boats, was given extra personnel and 
made all the necessary preparations. The 
rescue boats, P-9 and V-15, were anchor- 
ed in the best protected bay, as were 
all privately owned water craft. Very 
little reinforcing could be done to the 
boat house. All small boats and equip- 
ment were secured. 

It was decided not to evacuate the care- 
takers from White Point until later. How- 
ever, they were evacuated about 12:00 
midnight and brought te the field by one 
of the rescue squads, who found going 


very difficult due to the heavy rain, 
hig winds and fallen trees. 
y 8:00 p.m., all buildings had been 


braced to such extent es Was possible 
with the available material and personnel. 
The barometer contimed to fall. The wind 
rose to 50-70 miles per hour and it Was 
raining very heavily. It was felt that 
an attempt to remove the canvas from the 
frames of the tents would prove futile 
and would endanger the lives of the per- 
sonnel, as a few trees had blown down 

and electrical service Was intermittent. 


All personnel were ordered into the mess 
hall and barracks, staff personnel except- 
ed. Orders were issued that no personnel 


would leave the tmildings except under 
orders. The cook prepared coffee and the 
majority of the enlisted men Were given 
om irate ted to secure needed rest and 

c.othing. 

ring the Whole period, Radio Operator 
Private Bertrand D. Johnson had been on 
the alert and Was contacting every pos- 
sible source of information and transmit- 
ting reports on the conditions in the 
Valparaiso area. His task was extremely 
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difficult, due to the intermittent elec- 
trical service, static, bo wacmypetricy of 
ecuipment and general weather conditions. 
The antenna pole and flag oes had been 
braced and weathered the high winds. One 
antenna, however, was blewn down and had 
to be repleced- Radio Operator Johnson 
contacted dir. J. Long, an amateur radio 
enthusiast and operator residing in 
Valparaiso. They phe St a in the 
transmission and receipt of information. 
Contact was maintained with Fort Barrancas 
and the Naval Station until they went 
off the air. wo information could be re- 
ceived from the east, but all other re- 
ports indicated, at 12:00 midnicht, that 
he center of the disturbance was moving 
on the Valparaiso-Fort Walton area. The 
wind was still from about ten degrees 
north of east and was estimated at from 
60 to 80 miles per hour. At this time 
it was raining so hard that it was near- 
ly impossible to see over 50 feet. 

Frequent inspections were made of the 
Camp area and the personnel turned out 
to remove fallen trees from buildings 
and electrical wires. Inspections Were 
also made of the boat house and person- 
nel evacuated from there, as the build- 
ing Was shaking and rocking badly. In- 
spection of the Valparaiso area and town 
was made as frequently as possible, so 
that aid could be rendered if found ne- 
cessary. 

At about 12:00 midnight, it was found 
that additional stripping would be re- 
quired if the roofs and roofing were to 
be saved on the buildings, pete apy § 
Sereennes were turned out. Private, ist 

lass, Fred Hobbs, and Private Charles 
A. Winters volunteered to attempt to 
make repairs on the roofs, and materials 
were passed up to them. they accomplish- 
ed repairs where necessary at gee risk 
to themselves. At 2:00 a.m., it was 
readily seen that the center of the dis- 
turbance was very closé. Repeated in- 
spections indicated that the barracks 
and mess hall would stand a terrific 
wind, as no movement could be discovered. 
The headquarters building required fur- 
ther bracing at this time, as_ movement 
was being felt. All personnel, except 
Master Sergeant laniey Private, lst 
Class, Milburn, and the radio operator, 
Private Johnson, were ordered into the 
barracks. Refugees present were the 
family of Master Sergeant Iunday and Mr. 
Knipper of the W.P.A. 

At this time the electrical power sup- 
Ply failed, and Radio Operator Johnson 
Was unable to receive. He contimed, 
however, to broadcast on the half-hour. 
Inspection of cuarters showed that most 
of the personnel were resting and no 
great apprehension felt on their part. 

t 4:00 a.m., the barometer began drop- 
ping very rapidly and the wind increased 

o 80-90 miles per hour. Shortly there- 
after, the barometer =e very sharp- 
ly and the full force of the hurricane 
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Was on. Estimates placed the wind velos- 
city in excess of 100 miles per hour. 
These estimates were later confirmed as 
being correct. All personnel remained 
under cover, except those making inspec- 
tions and repairs. The ier ot pa of the 
wind remained at approximately 100 miles 
per hour until 7:00 a.m., when it start- 
ed to decrease, and by 8:00 a.m. a full 
lull was experienced. All personnel were 
turned out to make repairs in preyara- 
tion for the counter blow. 

The lull lasted until about 9:50 a.m, 
when the wind shifted to the south and 
it started raining. By 10:00 a.m, the 
wind was in the southwest and estimated 
at from 80 to 90 miles per hour. ‘The 
counter blow was not as intense as the 
front area of the disturbance, and by 
12:00 noon it was realized that the 
worst Was over. 

A 5:45 a.m, a survey was made in pre- 
Paration for an att to remove to the 
field the family of Lieut. Hugh Fite who 
were vacationing at Postl's camp, 
miles to the east of the field and Locat- 
ed % a Mad | exposed point. This site 
Was approachable only by a sand trail 
and through badly timbered country. The 
survey indicated that the road was block- 
ed by fallen trees and that trees were 
continuing to fall. A rescue souad pro- 
perly equipped proceeded to Postl's camp 
and arrived there about 6:30 a.m. at the 
height. of the storm. Mrs, Fite, her 
three children, and five other civilians 
Were evacuated. Lieut. Fite's family 
remained at the field and the civilians, 
at their own request merges ene to Valpe- 
raiso, Fla, Fortunate y, the force of 
the storm decreased shortly after the 
return trip Was started, and by the time 
the field Was reached a near calm exist- 
ed. Staff Sergeant Smith, Private,1lst 
Class,Milburn and Private Ray were the 
enlisted men Who volunteered to compose 
the rescue squad. 

By 11:00 a.m., the counter blow was on 
in full force, and all personnel were 
directed to remain under cover, inspec- 
tion personnel excepted. Inspection of 
the boat house showed it to be in good 
condition. The boats could only be seen 
in the distance, having been blown from 
their anchorage, and both appeared to be 
on shore. All privately owned boats, 
except one, were either ashore or sink- 


— 


ing, 

"Palpetetsd was inspected and no seri- 
ous damage or injury discovered. At 
12:00 noon, the worst of the storm was 
over, and the wind had subsided to about 
40 miles per hour. The barometer was 
rising repidly. At 1:00 p.m., all pre- 
cautionary instructions as to personnel 
Were removed. At 2:00 p.m, a rapid 
survey Was made, and another at 5:00 
p.m Results Were as follows: Rescue 
oat P-9 on shore; rescue boat V-15 


afloat and undamaged; barracks, mess hall, 
latrine, garage, oat house and storage 
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buildings were in good condition, except 
for minor damages to roofs. Tents and 
tent frames Were blown from foundations 
and canvas damaged to an undetermined 
extent. All other equipment was in 
condition, slight water damage excep 


| good condition. 
|Was in good condition 
ood | ad 


new frames for buildings had been blown 
down; all other new construction was in 
All old construction 
roofs excepted. 
Repairs were commenced without delay and 
ersonnel moved back into proper mquar- 


ed. 
At White Point, it was found that two ters and tents. 
---O0 -—-— 


VALUABLE SERVICE BY MAXWELL FIELD RADIO PEXSONWEL 


For a day or two before July 30, 1936, 
newspaper readers of Alabama and Florida 
had deen re tee a hurricane in the 
Gulf of mexico. t about noon of that 
day it became certain that the storm 
would strike the shore in the vicinity 
of hiaxwell Field's Bombi and Gunnery 
Base at Valparaiso, Florida. 

Radio transmitting and receiving sta- 
tion Wi-6 is operated at the Base for 
communication with Maxwell Field's Com- 
munications Section, Station Bb-l. 

Both of these stations went permanent- 
ly “on the alert" at 1:00 p.m., July 
30th, when it became obvious to the Com- 


manding Officer of the Base that the hur-| : 
{|D. Johnson an 


ricane was going to strike within the 
next few hours. 

The center of the storm did not hit un- 
til about ten o'clock on the morning of 
July Slst. ‘The center of the hurricane 
passed about over Valparaiso, levelling 
small wooden buildings, boat houses 
tents and similar structures. All tele- 
phode and telegraph lines in the vicini- 

y came down, and most of the roads were 
rendered impassable by debris. 

Persons in and around Valparaiso soon 
learned that the only means available to 
contact any outside point was by utiliz- 
ing the army radio station at the Bomb- 
ing and Gunnery Base. Upon being advis- 
ed of the situation, Colonel Art G. 
Fisher, Air Corps Commanding Officer of 
Mexwell Field, authorized the transmis- 
sion of messages connected with hurri- 
cane reports during the time while the 
commercial communication companies were 
not functioning in that vicinity. 

Fortunately, no lives were lost or 
serious injuries sustained by persons on 
shore. It is understood that one or two 
small fishing boats caught out in the 
Bay and Gulf were lost with several per- 
sons aboard. 

Naturally, great anxiety was felt y 
Alabama citizens and others having rela- 
tives and friends in the hurricane area, 
and many messages were received from the 
Base for addresses in Alabama and 
neighboring States. These messages were 
relayed by telephone to Montgomery, to 
the newspapers and to the commercial 
telegr companies, 

Both radio stations remained constant- 
ty on the alert and maintained commnica- 
tion until 4:00 p.m., Saturday st 
lst, at which time all messages been 
Cleared and there was no further neces- 
dity for emergency operation. It was 


a. 








notable that there was a period of only 
ten minutes during the emergency when the 
Base radio station was out of commission, 
due to power troubles. The Maxwell 
Fiela station operated throughout the pe- 
riod. Atmospherics caused great inter- 
penenae during a major part of the opera- 
on. 

In a casual examination cf the many 
ag handled it was interesting to 
note that one was relayed to Benzonia, 
luich., and one to Xenia, Ohio. While no 
loss of life or injuries were involved 
the mental relief afforded thousands of 
persons is incalculable. 

The radio operators, Privates Bertram 
George mM. Belesky, remain- 
ed at their post of duty with hardly any 
rest during the entire pericd cf emergen- 
Cy Operation. The radio set is located 
inside a small temporary wooden building, 
and they were constantly in danger of 
death or injury.during the blow. 

Privates Foyl Beasley and Douglas D. 
Moore, both of the Slst Attack Scuadron, 
Maxwell Field, likewise remained on duty 
equally conscientiously, although the; 
were not exposed to danger from the ele- 
ments. 


A letter to the Commanding Officer of 
Maxwell Field ftsm a Birmingham, Ala., 
attorney, who was at valparaiso, Fle., 
on the night of the hurrican, commended 
most highly the services of Privates 
Johnson and Moore which proved of incal- 
Culable benefit to the many people in 
distress, and in conclusion stated: "As 
a citizen I am glad to know that men 
with such ability and devotion to duty 
are engaged in the panto service, 

~—=—OU0—-—— 


SELFRIDGE FIELD BECOMES LONESOME 


“With the completion of the Second Army 
Maneuvers, Selfridge Field has the appear- 
ance of a partially deserted camp," says 
the News Letter Correspondent, and he 
then adds: "The 18 visiting Bombers from 
Langley and 9 Attack ships from Barksdale 
have departed, together with their attend- 
ant personnel, leav us With pleasant 
memories of the association. Hot only 
were the maneuvers valuable from ou? 
standpoint tactically, but we were h 
to have had the o porti ity to play hos 
and renew acquain ances.” 

--=-0U0—-—-— 
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WARRANT OF FICER HURLEY 


RIGHT Field will lose one 
of the most valued mem- 
bers of its military staf 
in the retirement of War- 
rant Officer Michael J. 
Hurley, who is leaving the 
field shortly after more 
than 30 years of continued service. 
Hurley has served continuqusly at the 
local field longer than any other person 
of military rank. As Warrany Officer he 
has acted as assistant to the Adjutant, 
in charge of individual military person- 
nel records. Officers have come and cf- 
ficers have gone, but never has one not 
felt protection in Hurley's knowledge of 
the exceedingly intricate nt) eae regu- 
lations which form the law of military 
living. Always have they counted on 
Hurley's telling them What they could 
and. could not do, confident of his inter- 
est and help in steering them throughthe 
praees precedures in fab oe manner. 
en Officers have traveled, pcst cards 
have streamed back for "Mike" ley, 
also sea food to satisfy his well-known 
weakness, if they went near the sea. Now 
that he is leaving, letters are arriving 
with “You can't leave, ike. It won't 
seem the same place without you." Thus 
Hurley has proved that a kernel of hmman- 
ity can soften the hardest and most ab- 
stract of regulatory shells. 
Born in Peabody, Mass., Hurley had his 
education in Boston and Salem public 
schools. He enlisted in the in May 
1899, and was sent to join the lYth U.S. 
Infantry at middletown, Pa., which was 
at that time mobilizing fcr the purpose 
of quelling the insurrection in the Phil- 
_— Islands. He left Middletown in. 
July and entrained for San Francisco, 
sailing from that port in August. 
Upon arrival in the Philippines, the 
regiment was assizned to the 8th Army 
Corps, commanded by General MacArthur 
father of General las MacArthur, for 
mer Chief of Staff. e regiment moved 
to the southern islands, but active can- 
paigning Was not begun until the rai 
season had ended in November, ‘The Un 
States had come into poupere>ca of the 
ie Ss, a Islands on y in 1898, and cam- 
aigning there in guerilla warfare 
rought the American soldiers face to 
face with conditions they had never be- 
fore known. Rations consisted partly of 
native foods to which they had to become 
accustomed. Sleeping Was on the ground. 
Hurley took part in many major engage- 
ments, oa TE. in the southern islands 
until March, 1901. From there he Was 
sent to the Island of Cebu, where the 
natives had also become oe cago Re- 
turning to the United States in May 
1902, upon reporting at Angel Island 
Calif. , he Was given his honorable dis- 


i 
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LEAVES WRIGHT FIELD 


In July, 1905 
received a spec 
ay =! Arsenal 
lst Infant 


Hurley reenlisted and 
jal assignment at the Al- 

Pittsburgh, with the 
ry. in February, 1906, he 

ain sailed for the Philippine tslands, 
this time by may of New York and the 
Suez Canal. Sailing half around the 
world, they Were out of touch with the 
United States for a long time and hence 
Were not aware cf current happenings in 
their native land. Approaching manila on 
a Sunday morning, a government launch 
put out to carry the news by means of 
canvas stretched over the side and paint-~ 
ed in huge letters that San Francisco 
had been destroyed by an earthquake. 
Manila the Sunday morning pepexe were 
being cried by the newsies With the | 
words, "San Francisco no get chow. Fine 
Business." - this being the native way 
of expressing consternation. 

Hurley was sent to C Stotsenburg 
and later to Camp Connell on the Island 


In 


of Samar. ain. insurrection Was raging 
aman the ahans, a fanatic tribe of 

the Philippines, and Hurley had continu- 
Ous campaigning until August, 1907. Upon 


his return to the United States in May, 
1908, he Was stationed at Vancouver 
Barracks, Washington. 

In May, 1912, he sailed for Hawaii, 
remaining until 1918. Upon his return 
to the mainland he was sent to Camp 
Lewis, ho tgs por. and received appoint- 
ment as 2nd Lieutenant in the Aviation 
Section, Signal Corps. It was here that 
he met Mrs. Hurley, the wedding being a 
military one, with the ceremony ai 
Vancouver Barracks. Later he was trans- 
ferred to Vancouver Barracks ag Assistant 
Division Puapersy Officer. In July, 
1919, he went to Indianapolis ag Station 
Supply Officer. 


riley came to mcCook Field in Jamary, 
1 ogromr crganization ever since. During 

7? ears before 1918, he served through 
a 
Besides General macArthur, he has served 
under Generals Hughes, Funston, idurray, 

Upon leaving Wri 
ficer Hurley expects to reside in 
---000--- 

SELFRIDGE AIRMEN OBSERVE FOREST FIRES 
Weeks in upper Michigan have become so 
serious thet PB-2 airplanes from the lst 
Clemens, Mich., have been dispatched on 
several occasions with Federal officials 
map out defensive measures. 

---000--- 





charge. 
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1921, and he has been allied with the 
he grades in noncommissioned ranks. 
Wade and Morse. 
gat Field, Warrant Of- 
S 
Portland, Oregon. 
Forest fires Within the last several 
Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, ht. 
as observers to survey the situation and 
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THE NATIONAL AIR RACES AT LOS ANGELES, CALIF. | 
By Flying Cadet Robert C. Love, Air Corps 


As a daily foature of the National Air Races | 
held recently in Los aie 2 @ squadron of 
A-17 Attack planes, from March and 
Barksdale Fields, demonstrated various types | 
ef attack and show formations. Eighteen planes | 
and pilots took part in the swooping, low man- 
euvers and the novelty formations depicting the, 
letters "L'' and "'A'' that passed daily over the 
sky-turned faces of consistently record-break- 
ing crowds cf spectators. | 

nthusiastic crowds cheered the long line of 
Northrop Attack planes as Major L.C. Mallory 
led his charges in colum past the stands at 
the ccnclusion of each day's performance. At 
a radio command from the Major, the eighteen 
ships stopped simltenecusly, and like’ trained 
circus horses pivoted in perfect unison to face 
the throng. The mechanical difficulties involv- 
ed in making the airplanes bow was all that pre 
vented the fcrmations rivelling certain well 
known equine routines. The maneuvers, while 
fundamentally simple, proved spectacular and 
interesting by virtue of its ncvelty and per- 
fect coordination on the parts of the pilots. 

A near tragedy and the only mi to mar the 
otherwise flawless record of March Field's four- 
day participation occurred on the seccnd day cf 
the es. While 60,000 spectators watched in 
spell-bound apprehensicn, L.S. Whittman, lanky 
"flying professor“of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, man- 
euvered his tiny racing creft, its Menascc 
motor coughing asthmatically, past the home 
pylon and into a wide turn preparatory to an 
emergency landing at the east end of the field. 
Half way through an 180 degree turn, his mtor 
failed completely, We ar him dizzily toward 
the mass of planes parked at the edge cf the 


field, and practically into the cockpit of an 
A~17. Barely clearing the parked At ship, 


he sheared off his frail undercarriege on the 
eae end the tip of a three-bladed pro- 
peller,,pancaked with considerable force to an 
expensive but fortuitous landing. Whittmen 
was thoroughly shaken up, but was only slightly 
injured, suffering bruises and a gash over one 
eye. 

Attack pilots from March Field participating 
in the events were: Major L.C. Mallory, lst 
Lieuts. Nathan B. Forrest and E.H. Lawson, 2nd 
Lieuts. George H. Shafer, William 9.Q. Renkin, 
William A. Hatcher, David B. Kuhn, Frank R. 
Cook, Donald W. Eisenhart, Frederick W. West 
and Robert Ashman. 

Pilots from Barksdale Field included Captain 
C.0. Pearcy, Lieuts. J.L. Daniels, J.H.Davies, 
F.M, Gavin, J.C. Houston, W.H. Wise, C.D.Jones, 
J.-S. Templeton, J.F. Guilmartin, D.N.Motherwell, 
Lap Hey, F.B. Scott, Cadets B.B. Bruce and 

High ranking Air Corps officers at the meet 
were Major Generels Oscar Westover, Chief of 
the Air Corps; Frank M. Andrews, Commanding the 
General H uarters Air Force; and Brigadier 
General Delos C. Emmons, commanding the First 
Wing of the General Headquarters Air Force. 
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WORK BEGINS ON NEW ATR DEPOT AT SACRALENTO 


Ground wes broken on September 8th for the 
construction of Sacramento's new $7,000,000 
air repair depot. In the presence of approxi- 
mately 15,000 spectators, and while four Amy 
Air Corps squadrons soared over the site near 
Ben Ali, Hon. Frank F. Merriam, Governor of 
California, pushed down on a plimger which set 
off a blast of dynanite as the signal for the 
start of work. This site, when the project is 
completed, will house the Army's repair center 
for planes on the Pacific Coast, Hawaii and the 


Philippines. 


Congressman Frank H. Buck, the cpening speak- 
er, stated that "this institution must be 
locked upon as part cf our naticnal defense. 

We are not anticipating a disturbance, but it 


| behooves us tu provide every necessary means 


of national defense.'"' 
The acting president of the Sacramento Cham- 


| ber of Commerce, Mr. Percy Reese, then present- 


ed a silver shovel tc Captain Arthur W. Parker, 
ecnstructing quartermaster for the prcject. 

Other speakers on the program were Brigadier 
Generel Henry H. Arnold, Assistant Chief of 
the Air Corps; Mejor General George S.Simonés, 
Sth Corps Area Commander; Brigadier General 
Delos C. Emmons, Cemmander cf the First Wing, 
GHQ Air Force; Captain Parker and Governor 
Merriam. 

The four Air Corps squadrons, following the 
conclusion of the ceremonies, returned to the 
air depot site, flying in formation. They had 
come from Eamilton and Merch Fields, and were 
led by Colonel Clarence L. Tinker, Air Corps, 
commanding the 7th Bembardment Group at 
Hamilton Field, Calif. 

A mumber of prominent Army officers stationed 
cn the West Coast, also many civic leaders, at- 
tended the ceremonies and were introduced to 
the assemblage. Mr. Arthur S. Dudley, Secre- 
tary-Manager of the Sacramento Chamber of Com 
merce, was the master of ceremonies. 

---000--- 


Flying Cadet Troy Keith, of the Pursuit Sec- 
tion, Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, became the 65th member of the Catervil- 
lar Club at that field when, flying a P-1l2 
plane, he fell into a spin and wes unable to 
bring it out. 

Lieut. Colonel Wolcott P. Heyes, Air Corps, 
departed from Kelly Field on September 3rd to 
assume his new duties as Air Officer of the 
Fourth Corps Area, with headquarters at 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Colonel Henry B. Clagett, Air Corps, arrived 
at Selfridge Field, Mich., on August 27th, and 
on the following dey at an officers’ meeting he 
informally met all the officers and cadets of 
the garrison. Colonel Clagett has been assign- 
ed to take command of Selfridge Field. 

Now that the vacation season is over, it is 
hoped to receive contributions of news items 
and articles from some of our Correspondents 
who have not been active of late. Names of de- 


linguent scribes are not mentioned at this time. 
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21ST PHOTO SECTION IN MANEUVERS 


The 2lst Photo Section, Scott Field, I1l., 
having been ordered to participate in the 2nd 
Army Maneuvers, departed on August 4th and 
joined the Sixth Infantry motor convoy from 
Jefferson Barracks, Mo., arriving at the 
Allegan, Mich., airport at noon on August 6th. 
First Lieut. Kurt M. Landon, Commanding Officer 
of the 21st Photo Section; Master Sergeant Nico 
G. Loupos, 2lst Photo Section, and Sergeant 
Wesley T. Cummins, airplane mechanic from the 
15th Observation Squadron, arrived in the C-8 
type photographic airplane at approximately the 
same time. 

By morning of August 7th, the photo section 
had established 'Camp Neal,'' which was named in 
horor of Private Jesse Neal, who died in an © 
airplane crash near Scott Field on August Ist, 
and was ready to begin their work. 

The organization was attached to the Umpire 
Section of the Second Army for photographic 
porposes and carried out its aerial photograph- 

c missions as a neutral wit. During the pe- 
riod of the maneuvers, the 21st made 829 nega- 
tives on 22 flight missions, ccvering a total 
of 41:15 hours flying time. From the 829 nega- 
tives a total of 2731 prints were made. Fif- 
teen small mosaics were assembled from a mmber 
of these prints for the ires. Each mosaic 
was speedily assembled with a stapling machine 
and was delivored to the umpires within from 
one and one-half to two hours after the plane 
landed from its photogrephic mission. While 
being taken, ih print was automatically mark- 
ed by the camera mechanism with the time of 
exposure and the dete, and all obliques and 
verticals were plotted on maps before being 
sent to the umpires at Second Army Headquarters. 

Photographs were made to show the following: 
Advance portions of the different armies, troop 
concentration areas, bivouac or camp areas, 
camouflages, truck convoys, troops on the march, 
and all other phases of the warfere. 

Photographs were made with excellent results 
under all conditions, including complete »ver- 
cast sky and heavy haze. Vertical aerial photo- 
RTS were made at altitudes from 8,000 to 

2, feet with both clear and overcast sky. 

Oblique photographs were made from 2,000 to 

3, feet on clear days, at 1,000 feet when 

the ceiling was low, and at lower altitudes for 
special publicity photographs for G-2 Publicity 

Section. 

Since speed was the primary factor in the 
simulated war conditions, only the quickest 
methods of turning out work were used. This 
explains not only the stapling machine used on 
the mosaics, but also the five-mimute quick de- 
veloping formula used on the 75 foot rolls of 
ecrial film These negatives were excellent 
in ~ Hin of the high speed process and the fa- 
cilities available, and the prints obtained 

| from these negatives were of excellent quality. 
\ A K-3-B camera with a 12-inch lens was used 
exclusively for the aerial photographs. The 

Sigeet “% made all ground photo : 

e Chief Umpire commended the 2lst Photo 

Section for the gnod results obtained and for 

the information furnished through the use of 





aerial photographs. 
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Camp Neal was inspected by General Kilbourne 
and by Lieut. Colonel Hill on August 14th, and 
the Photo Section was highly commended by both 
for the set-up, the technical equipment and the 
results obtained. 

This was the first time the 21st had ever 
gone out into the field on maneuvers. The per- 
sonnel found the old style photographic trucks, 
which were borrowed from Chanute Field, to be 
too slow for the production methods required 
by present simulated wartime conditions. The 
new photographic trailer used by the National 
Guard unit at Kellogg Field is quite an improve- 
ment over the old type. 

"Now, let us look at the other side of the 
story - the humrous side,'' says the News 
Letter Correspondent. 'The 21st Photo Section 
was the only Army outfit assigned to the 
Allegan airport; it was based there to be near 
the ire section of maneuver headquarters to 
which it was attached and which had its head- 
quarters in the Allegan High School building, 
Four days after the 2lst arrived at the airport, 
Sergeant Cummins, who was sent there to keep 
the C8 photographic ship tuned up, became a 
line chiof, trouble shooter, emergency crew and 
what have you for sometimes as many as a dozen 
planes. These other planes were brought. to the 
airport by pilots reporting to Second Army 
Headquarters. Lieut. Colonel Hill inmediately 
had additional mechanics assigned when condi- 
tions were brought to his attention. 

The orderly tent, where four men of the 21st 
slept, became an information bureau, operations 
office, clearing house, dressing room and offi- 
cial bunkhouse for visiting pilots. The four 
bunks were occupied practically all of the time 
by someons. On one occasion Staff Sergeant 
Norman C. Bullivant wented to get into his bunk, 
but being of small stature was unable to oust a 
six-foot, 220-pound occupant thereof. Master 
Sergeant Loupos often to push through offi- 
cers with rank from second lieutenant to lieut- 
enant colonel in order to get into the orderly 
tent. Lieut. Landon likewise had to push his 
way into the tent to sign papers. 

The personnel found the Tachi gan climate ‘air- 
conditioned.' Though they were on duty twenty- 
four hours a day, most of them worked only: 
eighteen hours out of those twenty-four. The 
boys did not kmow whether they got sleepy from 
the cool air or from fatigue, but they were 
sleepy; and then they had to solve the eternal 
problem of finding a place to lie down. 

Well, those maneuvers were great, and the 
2lst is ready for more of the same sort, come 
what may."' 

~---c0o--- 


The 2lst Airship Group, Scott Field, Belle- 
ville, Illinois, consisting of the 2ist Airship 
Group Headquarters Detachment and the Ninth Air- 
ship Squadron, will go on maneuvers from tem 
ber 15th through the 29th in the vicinity o 
Springfield, Ill. 


Colonel Roy C. Kirtland, of the Inspector Gen- 
eral's Department, arrived at Scott Field on 
Sept. 9th to inspect the technical a. 
- V~ , A. 7 
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COLONEL ALBERT L. SIEED 


Colonel Albert L. Sneed, Air Corps, at 
present on duty in the Philippine Depart- 
oul Was born in Conway, Arkansas,April 
24, 1884. 


éraduating from the United States mili- 
tary Academy in 1908, he was comnission- 
ed a second lieutenant and assigned to 
the 25th Infantry, at that time station- 
ed in the Philippines. Upon returning 
to the United States he was stationed at 
Fort George Wright, sees: ie from Oct. 
5, 1909, to January 3, 1913. e Was then 
assizned to duty in Hawaii. Transferred 
to the 7th pacantry, September 22, 1914, 
he joined that regiment at Galveston, 
Texas, on November 26, 1914. From that 
date until December, 1915, he was on 


duty at various localities - Vera Cruz, 
Mexico; Fort Bliss, Texas; Douglas and 
Nogales, Arizona, and back at Fort Bliss. 


He was at Douglas with his regiment dur- 

ing the attack of Villistas on Agua 

Prieta in wovember, 1915. From st 

14, 1915, to way 26, 1917, he was Assie- 
tant District Quartermaster and Assist- 

=  seanee Quartermaster, El Paso dis- 
rict. 

During the World War, Colonel Sneed, 
from June 6 to September 22, 1917, Was 
stationed with his regiment ai Gettys- 
burg dintional Park, Pa., except for a 
Period of three weeks in July, when he 
Was on duty at Fhiladelphia Pa. , muster- 
ing the 6th Pennsylvania Infantry. 

etailed to the Aviation Section, Sig- 
nal Corps, he was assigned, on October 1, 
1917, as Commandant of the School of Mil- 
itary Aeronautics, Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass. He 
was relieved from this duty on April 25, 
1918, in order to undergo flying train- 
ing, and he reported at Rockwell Field 
San Diego, Calif., Mey 3, 1918. Upon the 
completion of his training he was assign- 
ed to Love Field, Dallas, Texas, and Was 
in command of this station August 19, 
1918, to April 23, 1919, when he Was 
transferred to Washington, D.C., for duty 
in the Supply Group, Office of the Direc- 
tor of Air Service. From May 26 to Octo- 
ber 28, 1919, he was on duty as Assistat 
to the Chief of the supply Group. 

On November 7, 1919, Colonel Sneed re- 
pouves at the roma Division 

eCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, for du 

Assistant to the a Officer. He 
Was also a student at the Engineering 
School, graduating therefrom upon the 
completion of the one-year course. In 
October, 1920, he was assigned to duty a 
Air Officer of the Third 02 Area, Fort 
Howard, Md. In Jamary, 1922, he was 
assigned to duty in the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of War, Washington, 
and served there until October 1, 1922, 
when he was detailed as Assistant mili- 


ty as 


tary Attache for Aviation in Constanti- 
nople ents | and reported for duty 
November 5, $22. after nine months' 
service in the Turkish Capital, Colonel 
Sneed, following several Weeks' tempora- 
ry duty in the Office of the Chief of 
the Air reg 3 Was assigned as a student 
at the Air Corps Tactical School ,Langley 
Field, Va., and upon his graduation 
therefrom, June 15, 1924, reported as 
student at the Command and General Staff 
School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Colonel Sneed's graduation from Fort 
Leavenworth was followed «| a little over 
two years of service at Kelly Field, 
Texas. He served as Post Executive Of- 
ficer until September 8, 1926, and there- 
after in various other capacities, includ- 
ing membership on the Faculty Board of 
the Advanced aavsne seheol and as tempo- 

Oo 


rary commanding cer until August l, 
1927, when he was transferred to Crissy 
Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. 


After Soumend ing Crissy Field and the 
91st Observation Scuadron until November 
15, 1927, and the Kockwell Air Depot, San 
Diego, Calif., until July 14, 1930, he 
assumed command of the Fairfield Air 
Depot on August 15, 1930, and occupied 
this position until harch 13, 1933, when 
he was transferred to Langley Field, Va. 
for duty as Executive Officer. On severa 
occasions he Was in temporary command of 
this field. 

Assigned to foreign service, Colonel 
Sneed arrived in the Philippines on De- 
cember 1, 1934. In addition to duty as 
Air Officer of the ne Ty Department, 
he performed additional duty as Command- 
aoe, OF teen of the 4th Composite Group at 
Nichols Field, and was for a short time 
On detached service as hilitary Attache 
in Japan. 


Colonel Sneed received his promotion to 


ist Lieut., October 7, 1915; to Captain, 
May 1d, 1917; to Major (temporary) Signal 
Corps, September 22, 1917; to Major, Reeu- 
lar > ay rm 1920; to Lieut. Colonel, 
eran , 1932, and to Colonel, Air Corps 

temporary), June 36, 1936. His flying 
rating dates from 4ugust 2, 1918, 


ae awe ome 0 ——_ 


COLONEL JOHN H. PIRIE 


Colonel John H. Pirie, Air C 
resent Commanding Officer of 
t tack ine GHQ Air Force, March Field, 

Riverside, Ualiz., Was born in San 
Antonio, texas, November 26, 1882, He 
graduated from the Agricultural and lMie- 
Chanical College of Texas in 1906 with a 
end on September 25, 1908, 


B.S. degree 
he Was appointed & second lieutenant, 
lllery Corps. 


orps, at 
the ivth 


Coast Art 


Colonel Pirie served at Forts DeSota 
1908, 


and Dade eee, from November 6, 
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ferred to Fort Behe, New York, Where 
he remained until December 30 19i2. He 
then attended the Coast Artillery School 
at Fort konroe, Va., completing the 
course as a distinguished graduate on 
November 20, 1913. He Was then assigned 
to duty With the Coast Artillery Corps 

at Fort Warren, Mass., to October 29, 
1916; at Fort Strong Mass., to June 16, 
1916; and at Gloucester, Mass., in con- 
nection with radio experiments, to Febru- 
ry 22, 1917. He served in connection 
with the coast defenses of Baltimore, at 
Fort Howard, Md,, to July 19, 1917; and 
with the 8th Reg iment Coast Artillery, 
at Fort Adams, R.I., to August, 1917. 

Colonel Pirie sailed for Europe in 
August, 1917, Where he served as a mem- 
ber of the Heavy Artillery Board at Head- 
quarters Railway Artillery Reserve, to 
June 5, 1918; as a student at_the Staff 
yam 97 A.E.F., to July 18, 1918; with 

Operations Branch, Headquarters Railway 
Artillery Reserve, to August 29, 1918; 
with the 43rd Artillery A.E.F., in com- 
mand of group and grouping, Railway Ar- 
tillery Reserve, during St: Mihiel and 
Meuse-Argonne Operations to October 24, 
1918; with Training Branch, Headquarters 
Railway Artillery Reserve, A.#.F., to 
December, 1918; and in command of Camp 
No. 1, Mailly, France, to February 1, 
1919, when he was ordered tack to the 
United States. While in France he par- 
ticipated in the Champagne-Marne, Aisne- 
Marne, St* mihiel and meuse-Argonne op- 
erations. He Was a manber of the Coast 
Artillery Board at Fort Monroe, Va. ,from 
February 28, 1919, to March 15, 1921. 

Detailed with the Air Service on March 

5, 1921, Colonel Pirie attended the Pri- 
mary Flying School at Carlstrom Field, 
Arcadia, Flea., and upon his graduation 
on August 28, 1921, Was transferred to 
the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, for training as a Bombardment 
pilot, He completed the course on Jam- 
ary 2i, 1922, and received the rating of 
"A A pe | Pilot." 

Colonel Pirie's first duty assignment 
in the Air Service was as command of- 
ficer of Air Service troops at Aberdeen 
Froving Gramm Md, , where he remained 
until October 19, 1923. While at the 
Troe sae Ground he worked with the Ord- 
nance pores in the development of 
bombs. He next commanded the Second 
Bombardment Group at Langley Field, Va., 
to June 4, 1925; attende e Command 
and General Staff School, Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, to June 18, 1926, and 
upon graduation took command of the San 
Antonio Air ar oy to may 19, 1927, 

Ordered to the Philippines in June 

1927, Colonel Pirie served there as As- 

Pate ae of Statf Sed? peo gel 
e Department, Manila, to August 

28, 1807; ends Assistant Chiet of 

a or y ne artment 
to May 18, ORO!” Dur the ed of ” 
his service in the Philippines as a mem- 
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ber of the General Staff, he performed 
various tactical ge missions with 
the 2nd Observation and 28th Bombardment 
Squadrons at Nichols Field. Upon the 
Sef ne hee of his tour of duty in the 
Philippines and his return to the United 
States-in June, 1930, he was assigned to 
duty in the Office of the Chief of the 
Air Corps, Washingten, Where he served 
in the Plans Division until June 30, 
1932, and as Chief of the Trainin: and 
Operations Division te July 17, 1933. 
Following a year of duty as a student 
at the Army War College, Washington, 
Colonel Pirie, upon his graduation on 
June 26, 1934, served as Air Officer of 


the 5th rene Area, Fort Hayes, Ohio, to 
March 31, 1935. He commanded the 17th 
Attack Group, March Field, Calif. 


p to 
January 10 1936; was Post Commander, 
March Field, to February 28, 1936; ten- 
porarily commanded the ist Wing GHQ Air 
orce, and is now again comman ine e 
17th Attack Group. 

Colonel Pirie was awarded the Purple 
Heart "for services as Commanding the 
Central Railway Grouping, A.E.F. During 
the extensive Air Corps Meneuvers in 
1931, he commanded the llth Provisional 
Wing, the orgenizations comprising same 
being ogni. with a varied assortment 
of service type planes whose pilots ex- 
cuted formation fly in a most effici- 
ent manner despite the fact that they 
had not previously flown together as a 
unit. e Was leader of a ferry flight 
of 17 airplanes from San Antonio, Texas, 
to France Field, Panama Canal Zone, 

Mn Mexico and Gentral American repub- 
cs. 

Colonel Pirie was promoted to the rank 
of lst Lieutenant, August 28, 1909; to 
Captain, July 1, 1916; to major ( tempo- 

mAs hay he 1918; to Lieut. Colone 
temporary), October 26,:1918, He re- 
verted to his Ferment rank of Captain 
on March 28, 1920; was promoted to 
Major, kegular army, July 1, 1920; to 
Lieut. Co epel, November 1, 1932, and 
to Colonel (temporary), June 22, 1936. 
———OU0—-—— 


LOW PARACHUTE JUMPS PROVE FATAL 


Second Lieut. Williem W. Harding, Air 
Reserve, and Frivate Francis J. maier 
of Selfridge Field, Mich., were killed 
When they jumped from their burning PB-2 
airplane four miles from Otsego, iiich,, 
on st 17th. The airplane was in for- 
mation, operating from Marshall, Mich., 
@ temporary base used in conjunction 
with the Second Army Maneuvers. Accord- 
i to Witnesses, both men jumped at an 
altitude too low for the successful oper- 
ation of their parachutes. Lieut. 
gerne had been stationed at Selfridge 
Field for about two years. He was 26 

ears of age and a resident of Los 
ineetes. vt. Maier; 19 years of age, 
was a native of Dowagiac, Mich. 
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PROGRESS Iii MOTORLESS FLIGHT 


The Auzust issue of the "Gliding and 
Soaring letin" in giving a detailed 
report of the 7th Annual National Soar- 
ing Contest at Elmira, New York, June 
20 = July 5, 1936, states that it was 
the most successful contest ever held in 
the United States; that it was a mile- 
stone in the naecony, Of the motorless 
flight movement in this country and it 
was also a turning point. 

While the number of pilots and soaring 
craft entered were somewhat less than in 
other roses the mumber of hours flown 
wes, about twice the best previous 
figure, the miles flown across pg 
were many times the best total flown in 
any other contest, the number of high al- 
titude flights far exceeded the previous 
altitude performances, and the number of 
international and national records estab- 
a reached the impressive total of 

ve, 

In the 16 s of the contest, there 
were only two days on Which no soaring 
flights were made. ‘The total number of 
pilots entered was 82, and the soaring 
Craft entered numbered 23. 

time was 353 hours 


The total soar 
and 49 mimites; total number of take- 
offs ost i total distance flown across 
country distance of five miles or more . 
1,283 miles; altitude flights of 500 
etter, 145; flights of 30 min- 





feet or b 
utes or better, 185; flights of five 
miles or better, 52; greatees distance 
146 miles; highest altitude, 6,516 feet, 
end greatest duration, 8 hours and 48 
mimes. 

By virtue of his altitude flight of 
6,516 feet on June 29th, Emerson Mel- 
house, of Wyandotte, Mich., received the 
Warren E, Eaton Memorial Trophy. He also 
received the 4, Felix ont 
prise for being the first to exceed the 
exist American altitude record. 

The 1 ile flight on July Sth, from 
Elmira to Ottsville, Pa., was made by 
Chester J. Decker, and his reward was 
the Bendix Gold Trophy and a $500 cash 
prize. Benry N. Wightman, on July 4th, 
made a flight of 135 wiles from Elmira 
to Middletown, N.Y., and received the 
Bendix Silver Trophy and a $50.00 cash 


rize. e total amount of prize mon 
Enounted to $2,686.00. ? ad 


ey ee ipere, as a age 
‘ r or esigner of many 
famous American eircraft; DA -Tomlinson, 


one of the ranking pilots of the TWA;Dr. 
George W. Lewis, of the National Adviso- 
ry Committee for Aeronautics; Mr. Earl 
D. Osborne, of the Edo Aircraft corpere- 
tion; Dr. Charles F, Brodks, head o 
Blue Hill Observatory, Harvard Universi- 
ty; Prof. Otto C. Koppen, head of the 
airplane design section, Aeronautical En- 
ineering Div tee 4.7.3 Mr, BP. 
ansinzg, Vice President, and Lieut. Zeus 
Soucek, Development Engineer, Eclipse 





Aviation Corporation, and Col. J.Carroll 
Cone, Assistant Director of the Bureau 
of Air Commerce. 

The 1937 contest will be held at Elmira, 
w.¥., June 26-July_10, and will take the 
form of the first International Soaring 
Contest ever held in this country. Soar- 
ing pilots from Japan, Russia, Germany 
England, France, Hungary Italy, Austria, 
Switeeriand, Holland, Belgium and Poland 
are being invited. the preparations for 
this contest are already under Way. 


NEW COMMANDER OF 19TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP 


Important shifts in the administrative 
structure of the First Wing of the Gener- 
al Headquarters Air Force Were recently 
announced by Brigadier-General Delos C. 
Emmons, the commander thereof. 

Lieut. Colonel Hubert R. Harmon was re- 
lieved from the position of First Wing 
Executive and assigned as commander o 
the 19th Bombardment Group, stationed at 
March Field, Calif. Colonel Harmon, a 
West Point graduate of the class of 1915, 
formerly served as Assistant Military 
Attache for Air to the American ang aay f 
at London, England. In this capacity he 


traveled m places in the British 
Empire, nota iy Iraq and Egypt. A World 
War flyer, he brings to his new position 
@ Wealth of experience in the administra- 
tion and trai ng of Air Corps orzaniza- 
ba a He came to March Field late in 


The new Executive of the First Wing is 
Colonel Harmon's West Point classmate, 
Lieut. Colonel Leo 4 Walton, formerly 
commander of the March Field district of 
the Civilian Conservation Corps before 
that district Was amated with the 
Los Angeles District. Colonel Walton 
has more March Field service than any 
other officer in the Army, coming to that 
station a year after it was reopened. For 
the past several months he has been serv- 
ing as post inspector et March Field. 


—-~——(9 


Bomb Tests by 7th: Bombardment Group 
(Continued from page 6) 
Field Sunday morning to return to 
Hamilton Field. To test the ability of 
the Group to penetrate as a unit bad 
weather encountered, a fog Was sinmlated 
in the San yoaqusn Valley between 
Bakersfield and Fresno, Calif. Thr 
this area, pilots proceeded individ y 
under the hood, at one mimte intervals 
with 200 feet difference in altitude be- 
tween planes. At the end of the fog 
area, squadrons reassembled and the Group 
rendezvoused at Tracy, Calif., flying 
the remainder of the Way in formation. 
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An article on GHQ Air Force Observation 
will appear in our next issue. 
oad V-7103, A.C. 














WASHINGTON OFFICE NOTES 


Brigadier General Henry H. Arnold, y, 
Assistant Chief of the Air Corps, 
returned September 10th from the 
West Coast, where he made a speech 
upon the occasion of the breaking 
of ground for the construction of 
a new Air Depot at Sacramento, 
Calif. 







vi 
NRL 
* Betsy 
oe ae 


% 


Uit ~ Bes 
Loker sCaD WY. 
Dif rN, 
geBeaam— Shay 


3 a 
ge cn Sp a 


Lieut. Colonel Howard C. 
Davidson, who until recent- 








ly commanded the 19th Bom- :2fSmsumensiaceemne sid 
bardment Squadron at March mire ie é yi 
Field, Calif., reported Mao: UL | 
for duty on September 9th, —s7~< ort EY 


and was assigned as . UST rr i} yl ‘| (li 
Executive Officer. | Hie Hy! Al | | Hi 
Lieut. Colonel Vincent B. Dixon, Assistant 
Executive, returned September 12th from leave of 

absence. 


Major Arthur E. Easterbrook left August 28th 
for duty as umpire of the 3rd Army Maneuvers. 

Colonel Rush 8. Lincoln, Lieut. Colonels 
Rosenham Beam and William E. Lynd were at Wright 
Field, Ohio, on September 4th for a planning 
conference. 

Colonel Harrison H.C. Richards and Lieut. Col. 
Ross G. Hoyt, Information Division, returned on 
September 7th from a cross-country flight to 
Selfridge Field, Mich. 

Officers who recently departed on leaves of 
absence were Lieut. Colonel Robert L. Walsh and 
Major Malcolm C. Grow (Medical Corps), 

Officers who recently returned from leaves of 
absence were Major W.B. Souza, tains Donald 
F. Stace, Luther S. Smith, Evers Abbey, and 
Robert V. Laughlin. 

Major Charles Y. Banfill returned from a nav- 
igation flight to San Antonio. 

Lieut. Colonel William B. Wright, Air Officer 
of the 5th Corps Area, Fort Hayes, Ohio, was a 
visitor during the course of a navigation flight 


Colonel Frank D. Lackland, Majors Barney M. 


Giles, B.E. Meyers and lst Lieut. John A. Austin 


arrived from Wright Field on September 8th for 
the purpose sf a conference. 


Major Russell L. Maughan reported for duty as 
student at the Army Industrial College. 

Captain James W. Spry reported on September 
_ and was assigned to duty in the Supply Divi 
sion. 

Secon Lieut. E. §. Nichols reported on Sept- 
ember 4th for temporary duty. 


Colonel Chalmers G. Hall, Chief of the ly 


Division, returned on September 3rd from a leave 


of absence. 


|The Headquarters and 


. M sae mainly of these branches. 


SQUADRON REORGANIZATION AT KELLY FIELD 


In accordance with orders from the Office of 
the Chief of the Air Corps, the reorganization 
at Kelly Field, Texas, was carried out on 
September lst. This reorganization is practic- 
ally the same — which was in effect in 
February, 1935, with the exception of a 12th 
Air Base Squadron. 

The Slst Service Squadron was redesignated 
the 12th Air Base Squadron. 

The 68th Service Squadron was redesignated 
eadquarters Squadron,Air 
Corps Advanced Flying Schorl. 

nits constituted were the 61st School Squad- 
ron (Pursuit); 62nd School Squadron, (Observa- 
tion); 63rd School Squadron Attack) ; 64th 
901 Squadron (Bombardment). 
The Air Corps Advanced Flying School Detach- 
t was discontinued, and the 39th Observa- 
tion Squadron, the 40th Attack Squadron and 
the 4lst Observation Squadron were rendered 
inactive. 

Major George M. Palmer commands the 12th Air 
Base Squadron; Major Louis N. Eller,the S6lst 
School Squadron; Major Walter E. Richards, the 
62nd School Squadron; Major Arthur G. Liggett, 
the 63rd School Squadron; Major Roderick N. 
Ott, the 64th School Squadron; Major Mark M. 
Woodward, the Headquarters and Headquarters 
Squadron, and Captain Ralph E. Holmes, the 
22nd Photo Section. 

oui 


WAR DEPT. ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: To Air Corps Training 

Center, Hendo™ph Field, Texas: Ist Lieuts. 
ames W. Brown, dre, elson P. Jackson 
from Panama Canal Department. 

To Fort Lewis, Wash.: lst Lieut. George G. 
Northrup from Panama Canal Department. 

To Inglewood, Calif.: Major Leland C.Hurd 
to duty as Air Corps representative at the 
—_ of the North American Aviation, Inc., 

rom duty as Air Corps Representative at the 
ee, Aircraft Corporation, San Diego, 

if. 
' To Farmingdale, L.I., New York: Major 
Cortland S. Johnson to duty as Air Corps Repre- 
sentative at the plant of the Seversky Aircraft 
; Corporation from duty as Air Corps Representa- 
tive at the plant ef the Glenn L. Martin Co., 
Middle River, Md. 

To Panam, Canal Department: Major William 0. 
Butler, upon completion of course of instruc- 
tion at the Advanced Flying School, Kelly 


Field, Texas. 
To Mitchel Field, L.I., New York: Major 
rps Pro- 


Clarence H. Welch from duty as Air Co 
curement Planning Representative at New York 
iCity. Major Welch is assigned to duty with 























- the GaQ Air Force. 
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Lieut. Colonel Chang Tsu Chein, Commandant 
of the Air Force Technical School, Nancheng, 
Republic of China, recently visited Kelly 
Field. He was particularly interested in the 
method of training Attack and Bombardment stu- 
dents, as the new equipment in China is com 


V~7103, A.C. 








